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June 7th at 12:00 noon was a 
mournful hour unparalleled in 
the history of Pentecostal Tem- 
ple and a rare occasion for the 
Church of God in Christ. The 
tone was solemn. And despite 
the presence of more than 4,000 
mourners who overflowed into 
the chapel and gymnanism, 
there was a pause, a hushed 
stillness, poignant silence which 
could be sensed by all. Yet, there 
was a regal air to be felt as last 
respects were paid a “King’s 
Daughter’’--Mother Deborah 
Indiana Mason Patterson. 


Mother Patterson, the loving 
wife of Presiding Bishop J. O. 
Patterson was the daughter of 
the late founder of the Church 
of God in Christ, Bishop C. H. 
Mason. She was also a daughter 
in Zion, a faithful servant in 
performing and promoting her 
Father’s business. The testim- 
ony which was hers to share so 
freely was that she had expe- 
rienced the blessedness of 
salvation, possessed an inherit- 
ance among those that are 
sanctified, and received the 
precious gift of the Holy Ghost. 
Consequently, the appellation 
“King’s Daughter” was _ befit- 
ting to her in many ways. 


The regal mood was set. Since 
early in the week, patrician 
purple cloth had been draped 
over the entrances of the 
Church’s properties, flagging in 


the wind as a memorial to this 
Child of God. The program 
booklet for the ceremony hailed, 
“Behold Now, She is a King’s 
Daughter.” 


The service itself was formal 
and official. As the choir, under 
the direction of Madame Mattie 
Moss Clark, chanted softly 
“Come Ye Disconsolate’, the 
procession got underway. It was 
led by Assistant Presiding 
Bishop L. H. Ford and F. D. 
Washington. They would pre- 
side jointly over the service with 
Bishop C. D. Owens, General 
Board Member, as Master of 
Ceremony. Bishop Washington 
would deliver the eulogy. 


They were followed by the 
remainder of the General Board; 
the General Secretary; the Coun- 
cil of Bishops headed by Bishop 
J. H. Sherman; Bishop F. D. 
Macklin, prelate over Headquar- 
ters; platform participants; the 
Elders of Pentecostal Temple 
Institutional; the Presiding 
Bishop and the remainder of the 
family. 


The invocation was led by Elder 


E. J. Wright of Michigan’s 
Southwestern Jurisdiction. This 
was followed by Old and New 
Testament Scriptures read by 
General Board Members 
Bishops L. R. Anderson and J. 
D. Husband, respectfully. 


During the approximate three- 
hour long service, resolutions 
were presented by representa- 
tives for the General Church, the 


SAINTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD ATTENDED THE SERVICES. PENTECOSTAL 
TEMPLE WAS FILLED TO OVERFLOW. ESTIMATES RAN AS HIGH AS 4,000 
ATTENDING THE SERVICES. 


Council of Bishops, the Depart- 
ment of Women, Pentecostal 
Temple Institutional, the Coun- 
cil of Elders, Headquarters 
Jurisdiction, and the Depart- 
ment of Missions. There was 
also a tribute from the Bishops’ 
Wives Circle. Praises were given 
Mother Patterson for her unlim- 
ited efforts to enhance the 
ministries of the Church and for 
her spirit of humanitarianism 
which caused her to lead a fight 
against hunger both at home and 
abroad. 


Speaking as a neighbor, the 
Reverend O. C. Collins, pastor 
of the Progressive Baptist 


Church, summed up the virtues 
of Mother Patterson by saying, 
“She had what it takes.” 


Reverend W. Herbert Brewster, 
hymnologist and pastor of East 
Trigg Baptist Church marvelled 
over the tremendous impact 
which Mrs. Patterson had made 
upon the religious community. 
In a moment of jubilation, he 
remarked, ‘“When we all get to 
Heaven, we are going to have a 
time!” 


A number of politicians and 
dignitaries were present to show 
their respect to Mrs. Patterson. 
Among them were U.S. Con- 


gressman Harold Ford, 
Memphis Mayor Dick Hackett 
and the Mayor of Washington 
D.C., where Mother Patterson 
died, Marion Barry who is a 
former Memphian. There were 
also telegrams from the Presi- 
dent of the United States and the 
Governor of Tennessee. 


During the service, Elder J. D. 
Ellis, Adjutant to the Presiding 
Bishop led the congregation in 
the inspirational hymn, “I Don’t 
Know About Tomorrow”. The 
sermonic hymn, “It is Well With 
My Soul” was performed by 
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BEHOLD NOW, SHE IS A KING’S 
DAUGHTER 


MOTHER DEBORAH INDIANA 
MASON PATTERSON 
1914-1985 


There can be no greater postlude 
to a melodious life in Christ than 
to remind all who celebrate this 
Homegoing that MOTHER 
DEBORAH MASON PATTER- 
SON was, indeed, ‘‘a King’s 
Daughter.” 


DEBORAH INDIANA, is the 
fifth child born among nine, to 
the sainted Founder of our Holy 
Church, Bishop Charles Harri- 
son Mason and his dear wife, 
Lelia Washington Mason on 
September 22, 1914, in Lexing- 
ton, Mississippi. Her life was 
touched by the Lord at an early 
age. As a child, she was ener- 
getic, busy and always knew 
which direction to take when life 


offered its crisis. 


DEBORAH attended the Mem- 
phis Public Schools and after 
graduating from Booker T. 
Washington High School in 
Memphis, she attended and 
completed the Saints Industrial 
and Literary College in Lexing- 
ton, Mississippi. She later 
completed Henderson Business 
College in Memphis. Her attend- 
ance to details caused her to 
excel and she earned the respect 
of her peers and mentors. 


One Independence Day (July 4) 
1934, DEBORAH married a 
young minister who served in 
her father’s congregation. He 


was destined for greatness and 
on that day she vowed to be his 
helpmeet. She kept her word . 
.. for Fifty years, Three-hundred 
and Thirty-two days of marriage 
to JAMES OGLETHORPE PAT- 
TERSON, Mother Patterson 
worked to bring joy and unmea- 
sured happiness through the 
two of four children born to 
them. Two lovely girls preceeded 
her in death but JAMES, JR. and 
JANET gave her the pleasure 
and pride afforded any mother 
who had worked and prayed for 
successful offspring. 


Through the years MOTHER 
worked in the various segments 
of her Church and it can be 


safely said that “if all of the 
things that were done by this 
woman were written, I suppose 
that the city of Memphis might 
not be able to hold them in 
books.”’ Her entire life was her 
Church and Family. She lived to 
care for the people of God and 
her every waking thought was 
for the comfort of her husband 
and best friend, PRESIDING 
BISHOP J. O. PATTERSON and 
the members of her Family. 


MOTHER PATTERSON served 
the local Church as President of 
the Sanctuary Choir and Direc- 
tor of the Christmas Club, a 
benevolent society which fed the 
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Ghe Whole Gruth 


GUEST EDITORIAL 


IN DEDICATION 
by 
Elder David Hall 


The entire nation was aston- 
ished upon hearing news of 
Mother Deborah Mason Patter- 
son’s death. Her splendid life in 
Christ as First Lady of the 
Church speaks well for training 
youth up in holiness. Of course 
her father, C.H. Mason, founded 
the Church of Godin Christ, and 
many would expect her commit- 
ment to bea natural one. No, she 
was a genuine Saint and a 
unique person who allowed God 
to use her well. She lived up to 
the difficult scrutiny of the 
public’s criticism and demon- 
strated her character as the 
grand lady of the Church. 


What did she do? She established 
a grace and coolness of ladyship 
by which other First Ladies will 
be measured. She had been 
married 50 years and demon- 
strated to youth what 
commitment to a spouse means. 
She was a Saint! 


This issue of the Whole Truth 
is dedicated to her life. We 
celebrate the essence of her 
spirit because the gifts she left 
the Church will long be remem- 
bered and frequently used. She 
touched every man, woman and 
child in the Church with her 
saintly manner. The Whole 
Truth dedicates this issue to the 
memory of a woman I call the 
quintessential pastor’s wife, 
that is to say, the most perfect 
embodiment of something or the 
very ideal. 


Mother Patterson touched me 
once in a very significant way. 
While I was researching the C.H. 
Mason Storybook for Children, 
I asked her to answer my many 
questions. Though she was 
pressed by convocation goers 


and well wishers, she readily 
consented. She replied, ‘Ask 
what you will, young man,” I 
shall long remember her contri- 
bution to me and naturally to the 
Church she loved. 


When a person like Mother 
Patterson is “promoted to glory” 
we all suffer loss. God knows 
Bishop Patterson and the entire 
family have a great void to fill. 
Yet their void and our’s alike can 
be filled. From her life, we gain 
the ideal of sainthood during 
troubled times. From her, we 
recognize the quality and dignity 
of motherhood. Form her, we 
received an understanding of 
resolute confidence and saintly 
grace. Lastly, we understand 
what a rare opportunity it has 
been to have beheld a “Daughter 
of the King’’. With these things 
we can fill the void left by her 
leaving. 


MOTHER PATTERSON 


BADE FAREWELL 


Continued from page 1 


Mrs. Sara Jordan Powell of 
Houston, Texas. 


Finally, the eulogy was preached 
by Bishop F. D. Washington. He 
described Mother Patterson as a 
woman possessing many 
degrees of kindness and caring 
for her fellowman. He remarked 
that she loved her husband and 
that she had always remained in 
the background and propelled 
him forward. He summarized 
her as a worker, one who Loved 
the Lord and the Church, one 


who found her reward in helping 
others. 


Mother Patterson, not having 
hope in this life only, departed 
to find her reward with God. 
And, we should all join Mother 
Uzella Thomas in her farewell 
statement after making the 
resolution for Pentecostal Tem- 
ple, “‘Good night, Mother 
Patterson, we'll see you in the 
morning’. 


Submitted by Charles Perry 
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Bishop J. O. Patterson 
Presiding Bishop 
‘Church of God in Christ 


“and God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes.” Rev. 7:17 


THE J. O. PATTERSON FAMILY 
EXTENDS ITS GRATITUDE TO YOU 
FOR YOUR CONCERN, THOUGHT- 
FULNESS AND SYMPATHY 
EXPRESSED UPON THE HOMEGO- 
ING OF OUR LOVED ONE, DEBORAH 
MASON PATTERSON. DURING 
TIMES OF HEARTBREAK, THE KIND 
WORDS AND DEEDS OF FRIENDS 
ADD TO MOMENTS OF COMFORT 
AND ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED. 
MAY GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS 
AND KEEP YOU AND REWARD YOU 
FOR YOUR SINCERE ACTS OF LOVE. 


| NOTICE 
| 
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' THE PRESIDENT’S AWARD 
| CEREMONY WILL NOT BE HELD 
| THIS YEAR. WE SHALL RESUME 

THE 


CEREMONY IN 


NOVEMBER, 1986. 
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ELDER A. Z. HALL 
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BISHOP J. O. PATTERSON AND SISTER DEBORAH LAST APRIL, THE PATTERSONS SHARED THE TRI- 


MASON PATTERSON SHARE IN A PHOTO OPPORTUN- UMPH OF BISHOP’S INAUGURAL RECEPTION IN 
ITY WITH BISHOP C. H. MASON, THE FOUNDER OF THE MEMPHIS, 1985. 


CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST. 


THE GENERAL BOARD AND BOARD OF BISHOPS STAND PRAY- BISHOP J.O. PATTERSON AND DAUGHTER, JANET, ACCOMPANIED 
ERFULLY, WAITING TO RECEIVE THE PATTERSON FAMILY. BY ELDER A. Z. HALL. 


AT THE INTERMENT, THE SAINTS ASK GOD’S FINAL 
BLESSINGS UPON THE FAMILY DURING THIS DIFFI- 
CULT HOUR. 


THE HONORARY PALLBEARERS 


THE BISHOP’S WIVES CIRCLE OF THE CHURCH OF 
GOD IN CHRIST 


THE WOMEN’S CONVENTION OF THE CHURCH OF 
GOD IN CHRIST 


THE DAUGHTERS OF DEBORAH OF PENTECOSTAL 
TEMPLE 


THE ACTIVE PALLBEARERS 
THE ELDERS OF PENTECOSTAL TEMPLE 


J.O. PATTERSON FUNERAL HOME 


’ DIRECTING 


Page 4 


Ghe Whole Gruth 


JULY, 1985 


NATIONAL NEWS 
BISHOP L. H. FORD 


CELEBRATES 


oOTH 


ANNIVERSAY 


Bishop L. H. Ford, First Assist- 
ant Presiding Bishop of the 
Church of God in Christ, cele- 
brated his 50th Anniversary as 
founding pastor of the St. Paul 
Church of God in Christ. The St. 
Paul family and the First Juris- 
diction of Illinois gathered to 
celebrate with people from 
around the nation the 50 years 
of ministerial progress made by 
Bishop Ford. 


The anniversary was an excep- 
tion drawing to help promote 
another phase of Bishop’s con- 
tinued ministry to the Chicago 
area. The anniversary commit- 
tee reported that ‘after 
expenses, all monies will be used 
to construct the C. H. Mason 
Bible College, complete and 
enlarge the Chaney Ford Care 
Center and a multi-purpose 
fellowship hall.” Last, but not 
least, Bishop Ford desires to 
erect his greatest dream-the St. 
Paul Victoria Senior Citizen 
Complex. 


The service was held May 25, 
1985, at the St. Paul church. The 
outstanding gathering of people, 
giving honor to Bishop, were 
notable figures of politics, bus- 
iness and ecclesiastical circles. 
Area Bishops included C. L. 
Moody and Theodore T. Rose. 
The Honorable Mayor of Chi- 
cago, Harold Washington, and 
noted Chicago businessmen 


were present. Dr. J. H. Jackson, 
past President of the National 
Baptist Convention, and the 
Right Reverend Samuel S. Mor- 
ris of the Fourth Episcopal 
District of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church were in attend- 
ance, Mother Carrie Cantrell 
represented the National Wom- 
en’s Department in the absence 
of Mother Mattie McGlothen. 


Bishop J. O. Patterson, the 
Presiding Bishop and Chief 
Apostle of the Church of God in 
Christ, preached a timely mes- 
sage. Bishop Ford is noted for his 
ability in management of urban 
problems; Bishop Patterson 
encouraged Bishop to continue 
using his skill for Christ to 
address modern situations. The 
Presiding Bishop spoke about 
“Tough, Strong and Committed 
Leadership”. He certainly pro- 
vided all of Chicago a true image 
of her most dynamic spiritual 
leader. Finally, the Reverend 
Jesse Jackson added his voice to 
the throng of well wishers. His 
eloquent praise of the Bishop’s 
contributions completed a great 
testimony. 


After the message, the honoree 
was presented. Bishop Louis 
Henry Ford was received with 
a great ovation. This was his 
hour of triumph. Surely, the 
service will be a night he will 
long remember. 


Finally, there was the presenta- 
tion of the $1000.00 marchers. 
The committee organized a glor- 
ious victory march of $1000.00 
sponsors. From the funds col- 
lected, Bishop Ford will fund the 
many ministries which charac- 
terize the involvement of St. 
Paul’s ministry in the Chicago 
area. 


WoO? Ma BN 28 


CONVENTION 
NOTICE! 


So many lovely women attended 
the Women’s International Con- 
vention in Washington, D.C. 
While there, a few of you ladies 
lost various items. Several pairs 
of eye glasses, keys and various 
items were turned in to the office 
at Washington Hilton. Do you 
want your lost items back? 


To get information about how to 


get the lost items back call 
Mother Freddie Bell at 901-522- 
9964. Or write to the following 
address: 


Women’s International Conven- 
tion, P. O. Box 1695, Memphis, 
Tennessee 38101, ATTN: 
Mother Freddie Bell 


SUPT. R. C. McNEAL 


“For God is not unrighteous to 
forget your work and labour of 
love, which ye have shewed toward 
this name, in that ye have min- 
istered to the satints...”’ Hebrew 
6:10 


Superintendent Robert Claude 
McNeal was born March 28, 
1889 in Moscow, Tennessee to 
Robert and Fannie McKinley. 


He professed Christ at an early 
age and was united with the 
Temple Church of God in Christ 
under the ministry of the late 
Senior Bishop C. H. Mason. 
There Superintendent McNeal 
grew in wisdom and knowledge 
as he traveled extensively with 
the founding father of our 
Church. 


He was inducted into the Armed 
Forces of the United States 
during World War I but 
remained an ardent follower of 


OBITUARY 


Jesus Christ throughout his 
military stay. 


He was united in holy matrim- 
ony to the late and beloved Elvin 
Harris on July 26, 1922. To this 
union nine children were born. 


Superintendent McNeal worked 
untiringly in the State of Ten- 
nessee. He was ordained by the 
late Bishop A. B. McEwen, Sr., 
and began his pastorage at the 
Preston Street Mission and later 
moved to Carnegie Street in a 
tent revival where twenty-six 
souls were added to the Church. 


During this long and rich life in 
Christ, he pastored the following 
churches: Lenow, Homeland, 
Tiptonville, St. James (formerly 
Marianna Street), Nashville and 
Brownsville Church of God in 
Christ. 


He cooperated with every facet 
of the Church lending his sup- 
port financially, morally and 
spiritually to every worthwhile 
project. For many years he 
served as treasurer of Western 
Tennessee and Headquarters 
Jurisdiction. During his many 
travels, he was often accompan- 
ied by his beloved cousin, 
Missionary Estelle Walker. 


He was easily moved with com- 
passion and always lending a 
helping hand to anyone in need, 
sometimes at the sacrifice of his 
immediate family. 


Continued on page 6 


ELDER C. D. McNEILL 


“A GIANT 


FALLEN” 


HAS 


C. D. McNeill, D.D., Second 
Administrative Assistant to 
Bishop L. B. Davenport, of 
Greater North Carolina departed 
on March 30, 1985. He was 
pastor and founder of Revival 
Center Church of God in Christ; 
Kinston and Fayetteville, North 
Carolina. His distinct character- 
istic anointed by the hand of God 
to touch the hearts of everyone 
he came in contact with. He was 
known by various titles: to the 
Church family in Memphis, 
Tennessee “Wash Me Whiter 
than Snow’’. The Lord used this 
Man of God and Shepherd in 
many miraculous ways to heal, 
deliver, to set-free many lost 
souls. He was a Man of God that 
reached the total man by many 


Continued on page 6 


JURISDICTIONAL NEWS 


MINNESOTA 


“A TOUCH 


ESSENCE” 


OF 


“And there are differences of 
administrations, but the same 
Lord. And there are diversities 
of operations, but it is the same 
God which worketh all in all” 
(I Cor. 12:5-6) 


The Minnesota Jurisdiction of 
the Church of God in Christ, 
wish to announce that on March 
13, 1985, by a majority referen- 
dum, State Supervisor Mother 
Dollie D. Foster, Evangelist 
Missionary Charlotte M. McIn- 
tyre and State Sunday School 
Field Representative Mattie M. 
Clark were appointed to the 
Jurisdictional Trustee Board of 
the State of Minnesota. 


With all due respect and honour, 
these women have achieved and 


mastered the recognition that is 
due to them. They will serve 
along with four other members 
in the transaction of business 
affairs for the General Church, 
for the Ecclesiastical Jurisdic- 
tion of the State of Minnesota. 


Congratulations Women! Let the 
fruit of the spirit forever 
embrace you, let the Holy Ghost 
engulf you and let the essence 
of your womenhood savor the job 
that’s set before you. “Length of 
days is in her right hand: and 
in her left hand riches and 
honour”. (Prov. 3:16) 


Submitted by: 


Carol A. M. Robinson, Minneso- 
ta’s Jurisdictional Reporter, 
Mother Dollie D. Foster, State 
Supervisor 


CALIFORNIA 


There was a meeting held on 
December 30, 1974, at the Imma- 
nuel Apostolic Church in 
Vallejo, California. The meeting 
was for a group of saints without 
a church home or pastor. Along 
with the eight saints was the 
jurisdictional bishop, Bishop B. 
R. Stewart, Administrative 
Assistant J. C. Jenkins and 
Superintendent Henry Simp- 
kins. After much discussion, the 
group decided to stay together 
and to pray until Bishop Stewart 
sent a pastor. That night Corin- 
thians Church of God in Christ 


was organized. It was suggested 
to Bishop Stewart that Elder 
Booker T. Turner become pas- 
tor. He had been the assistant 
pastor of the Vallejo Temple 
Church of God in Christ. He was 
selected pastor, and the first 
service was held on Sunday, 
January 5, 1975, at the home of 
Mr. Oliver King. For the next 
month, service was held at the 
Veteran Memorial Building. On 
the second Sunday in February, 
service moved to the Mt. Zion 
Primitive Baptist Church. There 
we were blessed to have service 


in the afternoon on the first and 
third Sundays and all day on the 
second and fourth Sundays. We 
were also able to have Sunday 
night and weekly night service. 


After souls were added to the 
church and more teaching time 
was needed, the pastor moved 
the congregation to Immanuel 
Apostolic Church where it had 
been conceived. The Lord 
blessed the work, and souls were 
added to the kingdom. Many 
Stopped by with problems, and 
God delivered them. The church 
became a place of refuge. 


The members had initiated 
efforts to raise money to build 
a church. Property had been 
purchased on Sacramento Street 
and plans had been put into 
motion to prepare to build. 
However, a city ordinance pre- 
vented the church from being 
built. The pastor and members 
encouraged each other and 
prayed. God blessed us to pur- 
chase more property at Benicia 
Road and Taylor Street. 


On June 26, 1983, ground was 
broken by Pastor Turner and the 
church. Pastor Turner’s theme 
was ‘‘A Place We’ve Never Been 
Before’. Construction was 
begun by the Lou White Con- 
struction Company. Mr. Lou 
White, a member of Good Samar- 
itan Cathedral Church of God in 
Christ in Oakland, labored for 
the next ten months on the 
edifice. Through the sunshine 
and rain, heartaches and pain, 
the work progressed unto 
completion. 


Continued on page 6 
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WOMEN’S PAGE 


THE QUALITY OF 
HUMILITY 
by 
Margaret Lynch 


One of the most valuable char- 
acter traits to possess is 
humility. Humility cannot be 
bought or bartered but can be 
gained by anyone. Any truly 
great person has it, any wise 
person desires it. Humility can 
make the difference between 
success or failure in life. 


Without humility we cannot get 
along with others. The word of 
God says to esteem others more 
than ourselves. How can a per- 
son who 1s puffed up with pride 
do that? For obviously, to her- 
self, she is better than everyone 
else. She is more intelligent, 
more stylish; in fact, she has 
more everything than everyone 
else, her bearing and appearance 
reminds one of a peacock. She 
is extremely opinionated and 
thinks she is right about ever- 
ything, while you are wrong. In 
her estimation, everyone else is 
just a little stupid. 


Without humility we cannot like 
ourselves. How can we if no one 
else does? And believe it, no one 
likes a person who makes them 
feel like a nothing. A person 
without humility is insecure, 
never really knowing her true 
worth. Such a person is not only 
arrogant and obnoxious, but she 
is foolish, not counting the cost 
of her attitude. 


If we judge ourselves we need 
not be judged. Let’s face it: most 
of us have observed this false 
pride in ourselves on occasion. 
Seeing this in ourselves is not 
the problem but it is the first 
step toward a solution. Our 
solution is in admitting the truth 
to ourselves and resisting the 
seducing lies of the enemy. We 
must refute one by one those 
ideas which cause us to exalt 
ourselves above others and at 
their expense, remembering that 
God resists the proud and gives 
grace to the humble. 


Let us allow others to move us 
from the lowliest seat to the seat 
of honor. By so doing, we will 
know we are truly deserving of 
deference and respect. We can 
accept it at face value because 
it will have come spontaneously. 
We will have earned the true 
regard of others. 


Great rewards await those who 
practice humility. It leads to self- 
respect and peace. The Bible 
states in Proverbs 22:4: “By 
humility and the fear of the Lord 
are riches and honour, and life.” 
Now those sound like things that 
are worth having. 


TESTIMONIES 
OF 
DELIVERANCE 


Thanks be unto God for His love, 
mercy and grace that abounds 
during trying times in the lives 
of His Saints. As God delivered 
His faithful servants in Biblical 
days, He still delivers TODAY. 
There are natural and spiritual 
deliverances. My husband and I 
experienced what we call a 
natural deliverance, for the 
power of God intercepted the 
natural law of cause and effect 
to save us from property loss and 
possible loss of life. 


One Saturday night in January 
of 1982, we returned home from 
a meeting to find the house 
reeking with strong gasoline 
fumes. We began a frantic 
search for the source. Our 
search finally carried us to the 
garage located directly under 
our’s and a guest’s bedroom. 
There, underneath a riding lawn 
mower was a large puddle of 
what we first believed to be 
water. My husband dipped his 
finger in it and was alarmed to 
discover it was GASOLINE! The 
hose leading from the gas tank 
had slipped off. Not thinking 
rationally, we merely propped 
open the garage door, and spread 
newspaper over the puddle. We 
cracked our bedroom window, 
and with stinging nostrils from 
the fumes, retired for the night. 


Sunday morning, at the break- 


MRS. MARY LOU PARKER 


fast table, I was shocked into 
realizing just how much danger 
we had been in the previous 
night. We think the Lord blocked 
out some of our reasoning that 
we might experience some of the 
magnitude of His protective 
power. For, about four feet from 
that puddle stood a gas furnace 
housing BRIGHT BLUE DANC- 
ING FLAMES OF FIRE! The 
flames coming in contact with 
those potent fumes should have- 
as stated by some-“blown the 
house off the map.” The fur- 
nance had heated and pushed 
those flames up through the 
registers to every room. We, 
unaware, had slept peacefully 
through the night as God’s angel 
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HOW’S YOUR MENTAL 


BLESSED ARE THE 
PURE IN HEART 
by 
Mary A. Kennedy 


“Blessed are the pure in heart,” 
said Jesus, ‘for they shall see 
God.” (Matthew 5:8) We often 
interpret that to mean that we 
shall see God in heaven, which 
is certainly true. But I think that 
it also has a deeper meaning that 
can help us in our daily walk. 


When your heart is pure, you can 
see God everywhere. It’s easy to 
be aware of His presence in an 
exciting church service when 
the spirit is high. Sometimes, 
when you are alone, the spirit 
of the Lord will overshadow you 
and lift you up; it’s easy to see 
God then. But when you are 
confronted by a_ difficult 
situation--when an ugly or nasty 
person is standing in front of 
you--when you have failed your- 
self, or others--it’s hard to see 
God then. When you are disap- 
pointed, or hurt, or in need, it’s 
easier to see the problem than 
it is to see God. At times like 
that, unless your heart is pure, 
you will find it difficult to get 
your mind off the trials long 
enough to appreciate God. 


The poet Elizabeth Barret 
Browning, satd,. Earth's 
crammed with heaven, and 
every common bush afire with 
God; but only he who sees take 


HEALTH? 


off his shoes.”” The Lord God’ 


Himself, omnipotent and mag- 
nificent, is with us at all times. 
But wecan’t fully appreciate and 
worship Him until our hearts are 
pure. Without clean hearts, we 
will concentrate on our needs 
and weaknesses instead of look- 
ing at God’s sufficiency and 
strength. 


One secret to victorious Chris- 
tian living, and to sound 
emotional health, is the ability 
to get our minds off ourselves. 
And “‘the power of positive 
thinking” is more than a cliche. 
There is a strength that comes 
with seeing the good in every 
situation, and you can encourage 
yourself greatly by seeing pos- 
sibilities instead of problems. 


I’m not saying that you should 
be blind to negative things, and 
pretend that everything is just 
peachy. Nor am I saying that you 
should ignore the problems and 
do nothing about them. But lam 
saying, for the sake of your 
mental health and eventually for 
the sake of your soul, that you 
must learn to see God 
everywhere. 


This means that you will see the 
problems, and you will also see 
that God is present to help solve 
them. You will see the storms, 
but you will also see that God 
is with you to shield you. You 
will see the danger, but you will 
also see that God is there to 


deliver you. You will see the 
ugliness in other people-and in 
yourself-but you will also see the 
God-image that is in everyone. 
You will see the needs, but you 
will also see the sufficiency of 
the Lord. All of this can happen 
if you have, and maintain, a pure 
heart. 


It’s good to see God everywhere! 
Then you will know that you are 
never alone, never helpless, 
never defeated. Train yourself to 
see the glory and power of God 
in the wilderness just like you 
have seen Him in church servi- 
ces. David knew how important 
this was, and he said,“‘...My soul 
thirsteth for thee, my flesh 
longeth for thee in a dry and 
thirsty land where no water is; 
to see thy power and thy glory, 
so as I have seen thee in the 
sanctuary.” (Psalm 63:1b, 2) 


Discipline yourself to worship 
God everywhere, to enjoy Him 
everywhere, to see Him every- 
where and in everyone. You will 
find new strength and peace 
flowing into you; you will 
become increasingly aware of 
the loving presence of God. But 
to do this you must have, and 
maintain, a pure heart. 


I know you started out with a 
pure heart when you were first 
saved. But Satan works on all 
of us, and sometimes we allow 
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TIME MANAGEMENT 
FOR CHRISTIAN WOMEN 


by 


Barbara McCoo Lewis 


According to Betsy Moser, a 
training program coordinator for 
Xerox Learning Systems, “Time 
management is basically setting 
up a daily agenda of goals to fit 
a self-imposed schedule. In man- 
aging the hours and minutes of 
your day, it is important to set 
and place priorities on goals, 
devise a plan of action for exe- 
cuting your duties and assign a 
period of time in which each task 
should be completed.” 


Most women today are faced 
with a multi-role situation. A 
recent article in USA TODAY 
stated that the percentage of 
women in the work force has 
grown steadily, reaching to 54 
percent as of last May. Christian 
women are wives, mothers and/ 
or career women and church 
workers. Our highest vocation is 
that of living for the Lord. God 
expects us to fruitfully invest 
whatever He gives us and time 
is a gift of God. Therefore be 
careful how you walk, not as 
unwise men, but as wise. Mak- 
ing the most of your time, 
because the days are evil (Eph. 
5:15, 16) amplified). 


Planning should start at the 
beginning of the day. Start with 
your morning meditation. Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness...Our God 
wants to be first in everything 
we do. An early morning talk 


with the Lord does wonders for 
you mentally and physically. 
Communion with Him makes 
you feel like you can do any- 
thing. I Can Do All Things 
Through Christ Which Streng- 
theneth Me (Phil. 4:13). 


Time For Things That Matter, 
an article in Leadership maga- 
zine (Spring 1982), clearly 
defines purpose and goal. Pur- 
pose is the general aim you are 
going for. To give glory to God 
is a purpose. A goal on the other 
hand is measureable. To give a 
testimony to someone by glori- 
fying God is an accomplishment 
of a goal. Each one of us must 
establish our purpose in life. 
Seek God for a definite sense of 
direction. He will reveal Himself 
to you and show you exactly 
what He would have you to do. 
Be yourself. You are “uniquely 
unique,’ don’t compare yourself 
to anyone else. We can have role 
models and mentors but each of 
us are individuals. Being confi- 
dent of this very thing that he 
which hath begun a good work 
in you will perform it until the 
day of Jesus Christ (Phil. 1:6). 


Minding your purpose, you 
should establish your goals; life- 
time, five year, one year, etc. 
Don’t set too many goals, you 
will only become frustrated. 
After you have identified the 
most important ones, list the 


things you want to do in any 
given period of time. You can 
then divide your time, keeping 
your priorities in mind; your 
relationship with God, husband, 
children, friends, personal devel- 
opment, health and your 
ministry to others. 


Our time must be flexible 
enough to take time to minister 
to the needs of others. This is 
a great responsibility we must 
not overlook. Prayer time with 
a co-worker, sharing a scripture 
with a neighbor, a friendly smile 
to someone in the marketplace 
or just hearing someone’s prob- 
lem over the telephone are all 
things that encompass our min- 
istry to others. Flexibility must 
be considered in our routine. 


It is important for us to be 
disciplined but not to drive 
ourselves. This is just aS wrong 
as having no goals at all. Many 
of us thrive on being achievers 
but temperance is one of the 
fruits of the Spirit. We must 
learn to say “no.” God never 
overloads us. We do that our- 
selves. Scripture admonishes us 
to acknowledge him in all our 
ways, he will direct our path. 


God offers each of us a wond- 
erful plan for our lives. I came 
that they might have life and 
have it abundantly John 10:10). 


Continued on page 6 
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‘“‘BEHOLD NOW, SHE IS 
A KING’S DAUGHTER” 


Continued from page 1 


less fortunate throughout the 
year and particularly during 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
In the National Church she 
served as President of the 
Bishops’ Wives Circle, Interna- 
tional Marshall of the Women’s 
Convention and Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Department of 
Missions. In the Jurisdiction she 
served as District Missionary of 
the Pentecostal District and as 
a Member of the Advisory Board 
for the Department of Women. 


MOTHER’S work was com- 
pleted at the Women’s 
Convention .. . she had given 
final directions from the plat- 
form to the delegates . . . she had 
assisted her General Supervisor, 
loved the the Saints and kissed 
her husband “goodbye” at the 
Washington Hilton. She enjoyed 
her supper and posed for one last 
snapshot .. . and then came a 
promotion from her 
‘Commander-in-Chief’ ‘Well 
done, Servant ...enter thou into 
the joys of thy Lord.” Her angel 
was ordered to rock her to sleep 
and she fell asleep in the loving 
arms of her Saviour on Sunday 
evening, June 2, 1985 .. . and 
now she receives her so much 
deserved, rest,‘‘for so He giveth 
His beloved ... sleep.”’ (Psalms 
1242) 


MOTHER PATTERSON leaves, 
to cherish her memory, a 
devoted husband, Presiding 
Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr.; one 
son, Elder J. O. Patterson, Jr., 
Esq.; one daughter, Janet Lavern 
Patterson-Wheeler; one 
daughter-in-law, Rose K. Patter- 
son; one son-in-law, J. Wade 
Wheeler; six grandchildren, Dr. 
ieee. Patterson, III, Aaron 
LaMont Patterson, Jennifer Rose 
Patterson, Charles Harrison 
Mason Patterson, John Freder- 
ick Wheeler, I, and James 
Indiana Wheeler; four sisters, 


SUPT. R. C. McNEAL 
Continued from page 4 


Being active in civic affairs, he 
was personally responsible for 
the renaming of Long Street for 
the late Bishop A. B. McEwen, 
Sr., now known as McEwen 
Avenue in Memphis, Tennessee. 


Supt. McNeal was first to pub- 
lish the Souvenir Book for the 
National Convocation and first 
to start busing the saints to 
Jackson, Tennessee for the State 
Workers Meeting and one of the 
first superintendents appointed 
in Tennessee. 


For the past 59 years, Superin- 
tendent McNeal was a devoted 
shepherd to God’s flock at the 
Carnegie Church of God in 
Christ. 


Drawn through the annals of 
time, Superintendent McNeal 
was always a beacon light for 
lost souls, a strong tower for the 
weak and a fortress for the 
refugee. Souls from all walks of 
life have been led to the Lord 
Jesus Christ through his 
ministry. 


Superintendent R. C. McNeal 
has served his own generation 


Mrs. Alice Mason Amos, Mrs. 
Lelia Mason Byas, Mrs. Ruth 
Mason Lewis and Mrs. Julia 
Mason Atkins; three brothers-in- 
law, Bishop W. A. Patterson, Dr. 
Leland Atkins and Mr. Robert S. 
Lewis; two sisters-in-law, Mrs. 
Alice Patterson-Dickens and 
Mrs. Reatha Patterson-Ebrom. 
She leaves her stepmother, Mrs. 
Elsie Washington Mason along 
with a countless host of nieces, 
nephews, cousins and other 
relatives. 


Finally, she leaves the Church 
she loved and served and the 
Choir she gave birth to and 
nurtured for some forty-four 
years and many neighbors and 
friends. 


The closing chapter in this 
Servant’s life must say; “she led 
a simple life, loved an extraor- 
dinary man, blessed the world 
with offsprings which have and 
will make contributions to the 
good of man and greater glory 
of God. She fed the hungry, gave 
to the needy, clothes the naked, 
instructed the Daughters of 
Zion, encouraged the Preachers 
and Sons of the Prophet, gave 
everyone an opportunity, 
drafted anyone for service and 
served her Lord in the ‘beauty 
of holiness.’ Now, the Daughter 
of the King is at rest.” She kept 
her word to the Lord by serving 
Him with all of her heart and 
He kept His by granting her 
“THREE SCORE AND TEN .. 


Lovingly submitted, 


The Family of Mother Patterson 


by the will of God and has now 
fallen asleep. Acts 13:36 In 
addition to his immediate fam- 
ily, he is survived by four sisters- 
in-law, Mrs. Sarah McNeal of 
Memphis, Tennessee, Mrs. 
Thelma Powell and Mrs. Ruth 
Spratlen, both of Toledo, Ohio 
and Mrs. Dorothy James, of 
Kalamazoo, Michigan; a brother- 
in-law, Mr. Myricks Spratlen of 
Toledo, Ohio; thirty-three grand- 
children, sixteen  great- 
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, 
cousins and other friends. 


“As for me, I will behold thy face 
in righteousness: I shall be satis- 
fied, when I awake, with thy 
likeness.” Psalms 17:15 


ELDER C. D. McNEILL 
Continued from page 4 


different medias, three televi- 
sion networks, radio 
broadcasting stations and wher- 
ever he could help anyone. Many 
at this time mourns the loss of 
a “Giant” that rest with the 
Lord. Words fail us to make 
mention of the vast multitude 
that he reached in his ministry 
of the gospel of PEACE. Pastor 
C.D. McNeill, a man after God’s 
own heart lived to help others. 


Ohe Whole Gruth 


We reminisce over his motto: 
God Said It and That Settles It. 


For we know the Lord dealt 
mightily with him in his WORD: 
he summed it up with favorite 
scriptures. Isaiah 54:17, and 
Numbers 23:19. Along with his 
church family and son, Pastor 
B. E. McNeill, Secretary of State 
of Greater North Carolina, we 
pause to encourage ourselves 
along with you for we know A 
Giant Has Fallen and we want 
the enemy to know “‘Ain’t No 
Use’, a song the Lord encour- 
aged this Man of God’s heart 
with. I Cor. 15:58. 


Therefore, my beloved brethren, 
be ye steadfast, unmoveable 
always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, for as much as ye 
know that your labour is not in 
vain in the Lord. 


Humbly submitted, 


Pastor B. E. McNeill and Church 
Family of Greater North 
Carolina 


A PLACE WE’VE NEVER 
BEEN BEFORE 1975 
CORINTHIANS 
CHURCH OF GOD IN 
CHRIST 1985 


Continued from page 4 


On May 6, 1984, Pastor Turner 
with about 75 members marched 
five miles from the old location 
at 1672 Broadway to 1101 Beni- 
cia Road. The church gave 
praises and sang songs on the 
march. Once there, Elder 
Anthony Brown gave Pastor and 
Sister Turner the scissors to cut 
the ribbon. The doors to the new 
sanctuary were opened. There 
was a week of dedication and 
celebration. Bishop B. R. Ste- 
wart officially dedicated the 
building on May 27, 1984. 


This has been a fruitful work 
and ministry. Souls have been 
saved, and backsliders 
reclaimed. All of the church 
auxiliaries are in operation. 
There are eleven ministers on 
staff and ten missionaries on fire 
for the Lord. There is a forty- 
five voice inspirational choir, a 
junior choir and an adult choir. 
There are fully operated Sunday 
School and YPWW staffs. There 
is a dynamic Evangelistic 
Department trying to reach the 
lost at any cost. We give God the 
glory and praise. It was He who 
brought us this far by faith. 


Corinthians is honored to have 
a God fearing pastor with the 
people at heart. We want Pastor 
Turner and Sister Turner to 
know that we love them. Please 
pray for Corinthians Church of 
God in Christ as we pray for the 
brethren everywhere. 


by 
Elder Anthony Brown 


TESTIMONIES 
DELIVERANCES 


OF 
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stood guard over the flames. All 
glory to God! 


The Lord never suffers more to 
come upon us than we can bear. 
In our labors for the Lord, satan 
employs every devious means in 
his power to withstand us. God 
allows these confrontations. 


JULY, 1985 


POET’S CORNER 


A CHANCE 
by 
Sis. Yvette Riley 


A chance to be successful in life, 
A chance to live so others could 
see my light. 

A chance to walk up right before 
the Lord, 

A chance to overcome my doubts 
and fears. 

A chance to conquer, hope, and 
dream, 


A chance to become what the 
Lord wants me to be. 

A chance to let the Lord lead and 
guide me, 

A chance just to be me, 

Thank you Lord for a chance to 
be like You. 


WE MUST STAND 
by 
Missy. Pat Williams 


God sustains the trees; 

And gives them strength to yield 
much fruit, 

And takes them through many 
storms, 

Wind, rain, snow, hail and sleet 
And yet some stand strongly in 
the spring. 

Some are more notable, 
Because of what they had to 
bear. 

They withstood many perils. 
Endured the whirlwind, thund- 
ering and lightning, 

That we should not fear. 

God sustains the trees; 


And takes them through some 
of the hardest storms, 

We must trust in Him, 

In the midst of our fiery trials. 
We must stand and be strong; 
Even when we can’t see our way. 
Because we don’t want to be like 
those trees, 

That are stunted and weakened, 
And have fallen along the way. 


Missionary Pat Williams 
New Gethsemane COGIC 
2100 Roosevelt Ave. 
Richmond, California 
Pastor: Rev. Archie Levias 


They teach us there definitely 
is a devil and his angels, but as 
obedient children, we need not 
fear them; for,“...greater is He 
that is in you, than he that is 
in the world.” I Jn. 4:4 By the 
power and authority given us in 
Jesus’ name, we have the victory 
over satan. May I relate an 
experience of deliverance 
through the name of Jesus? 


We were living above the funeral 
home in Champaign, Illinois. 
Our bedroom was located down 
a long hallway. A call came in 
about 1:30 a.m., for a body to be 
picked up. Immediately, after 
my husband left on the call, I 
began hearing weird noises up 
the hall gradually moving 
toward our bedroom. It sounded 
as if a group of evil beings were 
moaning out an unintelligible, 
mournful dirge. The Lord 
INSTANTLY revealed it was 
from satanic forces, and these 
evil beings would smother me if 
it was possible. I was fully aware 
that my protection lied in the 
Lord. 


I heard them outside my door. 
Although the door did not open, 
I knew when they entered the 
room. I then felt their evil 
presence at the head of my bed; 
I could sense their desire to 
smother me. I knew I had to call 
the name of Jesus aloud that they 
might hear. This was extremely 
hard, almost impossible! It 
seemed in some manner they 
were choking back my voice. “‘Je- 
-, Je--” I struggled. Finally I burst 
out JESUS! INSTANTLY they 
were gone! 


Praise be to God for the power 
and deliverance in the name of 
His Son, Jesus. Through His 
name we can agree with David 
in II Samuel 22:2, ‘“The Lord is 


my rock, and my fortress, and 
my deliverer.” 


Mary Lou Parker, Admin. 
Greater Faith Tabernacle 
Church of God in Christ 
Mt. Vernon, Illinois 


TIME MANAGEMENT 


FOR CHRISTIAN 
WOMEN 
Continued from page 5 


Managing yourself involves dis- 
covering that plan and 
implementing it. Give her of the 
fruits of her hands; and let her 
own works praise her in the 
gates (Proverbs 31:13). 


HOW’S YOUR MENTAL 
HEALTH? 


Continued from page 5 


some dust or dirt to accumlate 
within us. If not wiped away, it 
will turn to filth and become sin 
that will separate us from God. 
Learn to keep a joyfully repent- 
ant heart. 


Don’t walk around with your 
head always hung down, beating 
your chest and moaning about 
how worthless you are. You will 
only be drawing more attention 
to yourself. But do be sure that 
your heart stays pure. When 
something minor comes that will 
soil you just a little bit, get that 
out of your life by repenting 
immediately; and then thank 
God for forgiving you, and go on 
in victory. 


Satan works on the saints! If he 
can’t do anything else, he will 
try to make you think that you 
have no apologies to make to 


Continued on page 8 
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EVANGELISTIC NOTE! 
STUMBLING BLOCKS OR STEPPING 


STONE? 
by 


Evang. Essie V. Styles 


TROUBLES—ARE UNDESIR- 


ABLE HINDRANCES, 
UNFORTUNATE CIRCUM- 
STANCES, IN ATE 


PROBABILITY IT WILL GET 
YOU DOWN, IF YOU STOP TO 
CONSIDER THE PROBLEM 
AND NOT CONSIDER THAT 
THERE IS A REMEDY. TROU- 
BLES WILL FRUSTRATE YOU 
TO BECOME BITTER, AND 
REACT IN VICIOUS WAYS. 


It’s not what happens to you, but 
how you react to what happens 
to you that really counts in the 
long run! All men, women, boys 
and girls have troubles- 
difficulties! Job 14:1-2 “Man that 
is born of a woman is of a few 
days and full of troubles; He 
cometh forth like a flow, and is 
cut down: he fleeth also as a 
shadow, and continueth not’. 


In one way or another tragedy, 
sorrow, disappointment, failure 
comes to every man. (Isn’t it 
wonderful to know and to be 
assured continuously that we 
have an “Invincible God’’-All 
capable; unconquerable 
(unconquerable-means incapa- 
ble of being overcome or 
defeated.) THE GREATEST 
GOD OF ALL!!! 


No one escapes trouble. They are 
a part of life (sorrow, tragedy, 
disappointment and failures). 
But they may make a man or 
ar him-depending upon how 
e take them and how we react 
) them. Trouble makes friends 
jiabolically evil or wicked- 
ompletely devilish) of some 
en, saints of others. 


Some men take every problem, 
very failure as final. They are 
verpowered by it and driven to 
espair. Others take problems as 


‘a part of their education, a 


means of continually striving for 
the best that life has to offer. 


(Praise God we havea hope). You 


see the best things of any thing 
comes through struggles. If it’s 
not a challange to receive and 
keep, it’s just not worth having. 


To some troubles are a catas- 
trophe that disrupt, dismay, 
discourage and defeat. Some are 
disorganized, confused, non- 
enchanted, off balance, out of 
pitch (if you have heard us often 
say “Ijust can’t get with it,” you 
are letting troubles rule your life 
and call forth your destiny. It’s 
not circumstances that cause us 
to go forward, its that ability to 
know the worth of what we are 
striving to obtain. 


Others don’t give in! They use 
these troubles as STEPPING 
STONES! 


You have to determine yourself 
whether these problems will be 
tragedy or triumph. 


To our advantage to take the 
problems as a means of crossing 
over or climbing upon. It takes 
energy, consecration, faith, 
prayer to achieve the success 


that God has prepared for us. We 
often would like to relax upon 
this scripture that: For by grace 
are ye saved through faith, that 
not of yourself it is the gift of 
God. But no where do we see that 
after God saved us, that we don’t 
have to do nothing. There is no 
where in the Word of God will 
you find where God told us just 
to relax and not do any thing. 
It takes faith to get God’s atten- 
tion. Without it you just can’t 
please Him. 


You see when things are too 
smooth you are bound to fall, 
lose your grip, become careless, 
non-alert-ultimately stumble 
and eventually fall. 


The Christian woman or man 
sees problems as a counter 
balance, strength. He takes life 
as it comes, second by second, 
minute by minute, hour by hour, 
day by day. There is no use 
looking at tomorrow when you 
are stumbling today. These 
present trials are not to be even 
compared to the glory that shall 
be revealed in us. Christian 
character cannot be imputed by 
knowledge of men, reading upon 
it, but it must be exercised by 
adversity. It is developed by 
exercise. God’s method. Count it 
all joy when ye fall into divers 
(various trials) temptations. For 
your faith is more precious than 
silver and gold. 


We must let patience have her 
(complete) perfect work, that ye 
(we, I, you) may be perfect 
(mature) and entire (finished) 
wanting (lacking) nothing. 


Knowing that tribulation wor- 
keth patience and patience, 
experience; and experience, 
hope; and hope maketh not 
ashamed, because the LOVE OF 
GOD is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which 
is given. Romans 5:3 


James 1:12-‘“Blessed is the man 
that endureth temptation: for 
when he is tried, he shall receive 
a crown of life, which the Lord 
hath promised to them that love 
Him.” 


We can only overcome tempta- 
tion when the LOVE OF GOD 
is in our hearts. The trials can 
cause one to become bitter and 
critical and lose sight (or lose the 
crown of life.) 


God’s method is man-man must 
be available and willing through 
Christ who strengthens us so we 
can go through. 


It is easy to trust God when 
things go well. But when you 
analyze that sort of thing you 
realize it is not trust in God at 
all, it is trust in circumstances. 
All men have “‘fair-weather” 
faith that works when things are 
favorable. But this is not faith 
in God. This is faith in things 
as they are! Obviously such faith 
collapses with reverses! 


We can depend upon God no 
matter what circumstances are 
like. This is faith in God Him- 
self, faith in God’s character, 
faith in God’s integrity! Working 
faith! This faith recognizes that 
God does not change. Circum- 
stances may; God does not! He 
is “the same yesterday, today 
and forever.” He can always be 
depended upon. He is never the 
victim of circumstances. He is 
the Lord of circumstances! 


Every difficulty, every set-back, 
every reversal, every disappoint- 
ment and defeat is ordered by 
God. It is part of His plan and 
process whereby the man 
becomes everything he ought to 
be. Do not be guilty of the whine 
and whimper. Remember the 
God in whom you trust never 
makes a mistake, never let a 
mistake happen to you. Though 
difficulty become more than a 
conqueror! Knowing that “All 
things work together for good to 
them that love God; to them that 
are called according to His pur- 
pose” (Romans 8:28). 


Let us not fall away, let’s go 
forward, let’s put God first. I’m 
sure He can help us to make the 
journey through Jesus our Sav- 
iour, who will be to you, just 
what you let Him be. 
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THE HALLMARKS OF A 
DISCIPLER 
by 
Evang. Zan Grey 


1. The discipler must first be a 
disciple himself/herself. He/she 
must be one who is not satisfied 
with his or her level of spiritual 
and intellectual development, 
and does have a thirst and 
hunger to soak in everything the 
Lord, the Church and society can 
teach him/her. This means that 
one must be well informed. To 
be well-informed is to know 
much about the world around 
you. Read the newspapers, good 
magazines; listen to the news on 
the radio and television. Talk 
about current affairs with oth- 
ers and open up yourself to more 
learning. The world is made up 
of a population of about 5 billion 
(1 billion is a million millions - 
1,000,000,000 000) and we have 
a mandate to go to all the ends 
of the earth to make disciples. 
This mandate is from the Lord 
Himself, the Founder and sus- 
tainer of the faith. (Ref. Matt. 
28:19; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:46- 
49: Acts 1:8). Thus, the Chris- 
tian discipler must be one who 
knows much about the world we 
live in. This is very crucial, if 
we are going to RAISE the level 
of intellectual and spiritual 
development of the people we 
win into the Lord’s Kingdom. 
Remember that in a very large 
city such as San Diego, we are 
likely to meet all kinds of people- 
-the simple minded person work- 
ing in an office or factory (and 
I mean the white/blue collar 


THE AMAZING TRUE 
STORY OF A MODERN 
DAY TRANSLATION 


by 
Evangelist 
B. Armour, Sr. 


I find this to be one of the 
greatest privileges of my life: To 
share with you one of my life’s 
most amazing and unforgettable 
experiences. A similar miracle 
could come to you. It happened 
to me when I least expected! As 
a matter of fact, I never actually 
expected God to pay ME a special 
visit in this fashion: (1) He told 
me to ‘Fear not.’ (2) “I’ve come 
to pay you a special visit to show 
you the kind of God I am;” (3) 
“I am going to take you on a trip 
tonight.”” Which meant literally 
carrying me from my bed to the 
Philippine Islands and back to 
my bed.’ 


I lodged in Hayti Heights, Mis- 
souri while the revival was in 
progress, in the home of Sister 
Lucenda Allen and Mother Cora 
Coley; both had been completely 
delivered physically, sanctified 
and baptized in the Holy Ghost 
eight years previously, 1968. 
They always provided me and 
my faithful wife, Osie, with 
lodging whenever we came to 
Hayti. We drove to the service 
each night. I always returned to 
my room after service. 


It was a custom of mine for 
thirty years, after returning to 
my room wherever I would be, 
to lie in bed for an hour or more 


rethinking the service--almost in 
minute detail on how God had 
blessed so many and would just 
lie still giving God the glory and 
praise for all that had trans- 
pired, night after night. 


On this particularly special 
night after returning to my room 
in South Hayti Heights, lying on 
my bed rethinking the service 
and praising God, (I was not 
asleep! I was wide awake and 
alert!) suddenly I felt a very 
strange and unusual presence 
entering my room as I had never 
experienced! This presence and 
power began to just flood my 
room until I was totally engulfed 
and possessed by this power! 
Momentarily, I thought I was 


- experiencing death; but then 


God spoke and told me to “fear 
not.” I thought I was having a 
vision. God spoke again and said, 
“No, you are not having a vision. 
I’ve come to pay you a special 
visit to show you the kind of God 
that I am!” God was so patient 
and understanding toward me. 
He did not rebuke me, he told 
me again that it was real and 
that I was not having a vision. 


All uncertainly was gone and I 
had no fear, but perfect trust 
that all was well as I relaxed in 
His awesome power! 
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workers), as well as the elite of 


society who are usually sophis- 
ticated in their ways of thinking 
and doing things. If the Church 
is going to win intellectuals into 
its fold and RETAIN them, then 
we must all begin to learn more 
and more and more until the day 
we cannot learn any more, 1.e., 
when the good Lord calls one 
home. Whereas the Church is 
not a forum for promoting intel- 
lectualism such as we find in 
secular society, one can see also, 
that faith without the use of 
one’s God-given intellect, is 
sheer naivete. 


2. The discipler must know the 
Bible well. He must be one 
constantly READING and stud- 
ying it. By the word of the Lord, 
we are sanctified unto the 
TRUTH (ohn 17:17). See also II 
Tim. 3:16-17. All scripture is 
given by the inspiration of God. 
(See II Tim. 2:15) Study to show 
yourself approved as a worker 
for the Lord. Diligent students 
of the Bible-deeply rooted in 
their faith in Christ, make good 
Christian apologist. 


3. The Bible is the word of God 
which reveals Him to humans. 
Since the Bible is such an impor- 
tant book-the most important in 
the world, we must know its 
contents well; and to know its 
contents well means to have a 
modern translation to help you 
understand things better. Many 
of us prefer the old King James 
version, but 1611 (year of first 
publication), is historically quite 
remote from our contemporary 
world, and language has 
changed so much since then. 
You may use grandma’s or grand- 
pa’s King James version for 
personal meditation, but for 
study purposes, use the modern 
translations-the NASB; TEV, 
NIV, Phillips, RSV, etc. Know- 
ing the Bible well also means 
memorizing as many scriptures 
as possible. Bible study should 
become a life-long enterprise. 
And as we learn more and more 
of the holy scripture, we must 
endeavor to share more and 
more of it with others. 


4. The discipler must be a 
member of a local church, help- 
ing to strengthen members of 
that community of faith, as well 
as being strengthened by it. It 
is good discipline for every 
believer to place him/herself 
under the spiritual superintend- 
ence waOlasa, mM PAStol wm hy nIS 
immediately raises the question, 
‘Who is the pastor’s pastor?” 
Every pastor ought to have his/ 
her own pastor. For psycholog- 
ical reasons, the pastor’s pastor 
must be a member of another 
local assembly and certainly not 
the church next door to his/her 
own. The pastor’s pastor could 
be chosen from the clergy or 
laity. One must be open to the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit in 
this regard, for the Spirit uses 
both the clergy and laity to serve 
as spiritual counselors to others 
within and outside the faith. 


Continued on page 8 
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WOR L' - Dp 
COMMENTARY 
by 
David Hall 


May 8, 1985 was the 40th cele- 
bration of V.E. Day, which 
means Victory in Europe Day. 
Those of us who were not born 
during that time cannot imagine 
what emotions this event brings. 
My father and a couple of uncles 
served America during World 
War II. Their contributions as 
soldiers were significant. They 
were only a few of the thousand 
of sanctified men involved in a 
war thought to end modern 
conflict. My dad almost lost his 
life during action in the Philip- 
pines. He and Bishop Herbert 
Williams were stationed in the 
Philippines together. Together 
they worshipped at the Coconut 
Grove Church of God in Christ. 
Later in that year of 1940, while 
on Christmas night duty, my 
dad’s ambulance was bombed by 
the Japanese. He sustained near 
fatal injuries. Every sanctified 
soldier on the front without a 
weapon experienced the same 
circumstances. Thank God my 
dad made it back alive. As you 
know, I have a personal stake 
in the matter. 


I remember Mom telling us 
about dad’s war story. For Elder 
Cleophas Hall, it’s over, and he 
seldom mentions those years. 
Mom would always lament, “I 
hope and pray my sons never go 
off to war’. Yet, during the Viet 
Nam conflict, my brother and a 
few of my cousins served during 
that war. I was an anti-war 
activist and I might add, even 
after receiving a low lottery 
draft number. 


War is an issue that humankind 
cannot escape. War is usually 
the result of irrational, immoral 
and inhumane failure to com- 
promise. Normally, one of the 
antagonist countries get overly 
aggressive, and the other coun- 
try feels at risk. The result is 
a shooting conflict. Like my dad 
and my other relatives, if the 
government calls upon COGIC 
boys, we go. Yet, we go as 
conscientious objectors. This 
idea of conscientious objector- 
ship was one of Bishop Mason’s 
main tenents. This idea set the 
Church of God in Christ apart 
from others. 
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War, today, is most unthinkable, 
even war of great economic 
advantage like our recent tri- 
umph in the Caribbean. On a 
major scale, there is but one type 
of war: nuclear. Nuclear wea- 
pons have become the main 
stage of our nation’s arsenal. 
Literally in two hours time, 600 
million people could die as the 
result of nuclear war. No one 
will have time to serve the army, 
protest against the war or have 
any reaction. I have two sons 
who may never realize the oppor- 
tunity to serve God or country. 
The issue of nuclear war is 
serious. 


Today, the U.S. and Russia have 
taken one another hostage by 
threatening to destroy one 
another with these weapons. 
Nations call this posture 
“nuclear deterrence’. Any peace 
predicted upon fear and destruc- 
tion is not a proper peace. 
Language which plays with the 
decision to strike first is unthin- 
kable. We hear terms like pre- 
emptive strategy or preventive 
nuclear strategy daily. It means 
that we could conceive of a 
circumstance when first strike 
is possible. Though our govern- 
ment says we will never strike 
first, ask the Japanese about 
that. I say there is never a right 
time to launch nuclear weapons. 
Ideas like pre-emptive are dan- 
gerous, self-righteous, arrogant, 
immoral and out-dated. 


The point is that America has 
enjoyed years of war without 
bloodshed on her soil. Should 
nuclear war occur, there may be 
no soil for blood to fall upon. I 
am suggesting that we think 
about broadening our commit- 
ment to individual conscientious 
objectorship. The church has an 
opportunity to preach Christ 
and non-aggression. The com- 
munity of man must be saved 
both physically as well as 
spiritually. 


The family of man can ill afford 
a nuclear war, and the saints are 
part of the family. The Church 
of God in Christ has something 
to say. We are a great moral 
force, and our pentecostal faith 
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is the essence of living out 
religious principles. More than 
ever our conscientious objector- 


ship should be reenforced within 
our church, and this mentality 
shared in the world society. 


If we do not do our part, the day 
may come when madness reigns 
and the unthinkable event 
occurs-an event for which there 
will be no moral justification. 


THE HALLMARKS OFA 
DISCIPLER 


Continued from page 7 


5. The discipler must lead a 
pure life. (See Gal. 5:19-21; I Cor. 
6; Ephesians 5; Col. 3; II Cor. 6; 
et al.) His speech and behavior 


must reflect the MASTER'S life- 
the Christ, whom he is trying 
to emulate. 


6.The discipler must be a good 
listener: A good listener learns 
much, and having learned much, 
one can help much, and impart 
much. 


7. The discipler must have only 
a few persons to disciple at a 
time (I prefer one or two at a 
time). Know your disciples well. 
Be a part of their families, and 
make them part of yours. They 
are your extended family 
members being discipled for the 
Kingdom of God. Be very sensi- 
tive to the needs of your 
disciples. Do all you can to help 
in one’s hour of need. 


8. The discipler must be an 
enabler, helping others to dis- 
cover themselves as humans, 
and their potentialities as 
covenant-children of God. Do not 
be a dictator or an imposter. If 
you do not have answers to 
certain questions, say so. And if 
one can find the answers else- 
where, do not hesitate to make 
referrals to the appropriate 
quarters. Whenever you make a 
promise, for Christ’s sake, fulfill 
it. Our God is known as One who 
NEVER breaks his promise. 


9. The discipler must be very 
prayerful-given to fasting from 
time to time as the Holy Spirit 
leads. Constant praying and 
fasting are hallmarks of a deeply 
spiritual person (See Mark 9:17- 
29; Esther 4:16-17; Acts 14:23-28; 


I Thes. 5:16). 


10. The discipler must be char- 
itable. The Lord, our Model, 
exemplied unparalleled charity; 


SECOND CLASS 
POSTAGE PAID 
at 
Memphis, Tenn. 


and we his followers or disciples, 
must do the same. Quite often, 
the saints would wish a needy 
person “‘all the best, good luck, 
God’s speed, etc.,” while with- 
holding from the one certain 
resources we have (money, 
earthly goods, etc.) which they 
are in dire need of, to give them 
the breakthrough. Let us not use 
our mouth to communicate vir- 
ture to others, while 
simultaneously, our hearts and 
hands convey the very opposite 
of that verbal communications. 
As we GET from the Lord all 
good things, so must we SHARE 
all things with the needy whom 
the Lord brings our way. Unless 
it is absolutely impossible to 
meet the needs of someone, we 
must never deny charity to 
others. Charity is synonymous 
to love, and it means sharing our 
time, gifts, resources, etc., with 
others. This cannot be overem- 
phasized. For Christ’s sake, let 
us put charity into practice 
every minute and hour of each 
day. Action speaks louder than 
words. The word of God tells us 
to be charitable to others, even 
strangers, prisoners, etc. (See 
Hebrews 13:1-3). 


11. The discipler must know the 
basic doctrines of God, i.e., His 
nature or attributes; the doc- 
trine of the Church-what the 
Church is (Ecclesia), what she 
believes and does, and why she 


believes and does those things, 
etc. 


12. The discipler must be a 
lifetime soul-winner and dis- 
cipler. This presupposes that 
there is no such thing as “‘retire- 
ment,’ ‘“‘pension time,” or 
superannuation for the mature 
believer.”’ Remember that we 
have only one life here on earth; 
and as long as the Lord keeps 
us here, we are to bear fruit for 
him. And the greatest fruit we 
can bear for Christ is bringing 
people into the Kingdom of God 
and helping to retain them 
therein. 


13. We must all remember that 
if we do not disciple converts and 
retain them within the body of 
Christ, someday we may miss 
them in Heaven. How disap- 
pointing and sad that would be! 


Finally, we must all remember 
that Christianity entails real 
spiritual warfare. He/She who 
commits oneself to the business 
of discipling others must not be 
surprised, neither must one be 
discouraged when the enemy 
attacks one. We must be strong 
in the Lord and trust in His 
guidance, protection and entre- 
preneurship. He is_ the 
ENTREPRENEUR who calls us 
into business partnership with 
Him. He knows how, where, and 
when to make us productive. 
Being in partnership with that 
magnificent Lord should make 
us perserve in the face of mount- 
ing obstacles. All power in 
Heaven and on earth is vested 


in Christ Jesus our Lord (Matt. 
28:18). Therefore, fear not, as 
you respond to his call to go and 
make disciples of all the nations 
(Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:15; Luke 
24:47); for he sends the Comfor- 
ter tous to strengthen, and make 
us productive. Jesus is the Lord 
of Kingdom productivity. And he 
is with us till the close of this 
age (Luke 24:49; Matt. 28:20). Let 
us always praise and give thanks 
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to God. Let us be faithful to him 
who has called us into servant- 
hood. To him be all the glory! 
Amen. 


Note: IN # 3NASB - New Amer- 
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God. But we’re not perfect yet, 
though we’re striving for perfec- 
tion, and the only way to keep 
a pure heart is to repent for the 
little bits of dirt that come on 
us. 


When we gossip, or worry, or 
refuse to obey God in “small” 
things, our hearts are not pure. 
A harsh word, an evil thought, 
an inconsiderate act: anything 
that does not glorify God will 
make our hearts impure. But the 
amazing grace of God is always 
sufficient. So all we have to do 
is say, ‘I’m sorry, Lord. Please 
forgive me and help me to do 
better.” And then we can rejoice 
that He has renewed our spirits 
and given us clean hearts all over 
again. 


Often the simplest things in this 
Christian life are the hardest to 
do. But I challenge you today to 
make every effort to keep a pure 
heart, so that you can see God 
in every situation. This is why 
Jesus’ ministry was so effective: 
He could see His Father in all 
people and in all circumstances. 
This is how you can keep your- 
self stable in an ever-changing 
world: by seeing our unchanging 
God at all times. This is how you 
can know the peace of pardon, 
and the joy of victory: by train- 
ing yourself to see God. 


And the only way to do that is 
to keep a pure heart. The same 
grace that saved you originally 
is enough to forgive you now, 
over and over again, if you will 
only ask. I don’t want you to be 
constantly burdened by guilt 
and shame; I just want you to 
be constantly forgiven, with a 
pure heart. Then you can always 
see God. What an exciting life 
that will be! 


OK OK KOR OR OK 


For more literature on this 
subject or others dealing with 
emotional health, contact me in 
care of Elder David Hall, THE 
WHOLE SDRU TH 2.0). Box 
2017, Memphis, Tn. 38101. 


MAKE THAT CHANGE! 
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